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during storms.”
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President’s Letter
SERVICE – DARE TO SOAR!!!

in groups. A "stream" of migrating
bald eagles can be twenty to thirty miles
long, with birds spread out about a half mile
apart. If I ever saw a stream of Eagles 20 to
30 miles long someone would have to take
me to the chiropractor because I wouldn’t
look down until they were gone! Another
reminder of Soroptimist! We look ahead, we
help each other and we don’t look down and
give up!

at
Large Susie Breitbach this past month. She
said to thank everyone for the food, cards,
calls and emails! She and Paul need our
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I sure hope you don’t tire of hearing about
Eagles! They remind me of Soroptimist –

by
Matshona Dhliwayo
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that has hit her hard and fast! We all miss
Debbie Hinds and her wonderful sense of
humor! I understand she is back home and
just might want some calls and emails too!!!
Did you know that adult bald eagles do not
migrate with juveniles? Newly fledged eagles
migrate before their parents, who we know
“nudge” them right out of the nest and no
one knows how young birds know when and
where to travel. Well we have a brand new
! Please make her feel welcome and help
her learn about Soroptimist and SOAR, not
like those old eagle parents that just toss the
kids out! :)

5

!! Vice President Linda Walden
on the “peace
are in order – including our wills and powers

she
has! She didn’t start out wanting to be
an attorney! Ask her about it!! We
heard about the “Health Program 5210”
brought to us by the Health Committee!
Check it out and take the challenge!!!
Speaking of challenges October 12th is
the kick off for Elegant Gourmet!! I
are
ready to SOAR!!! The books are all
printed and will be available that day!
We also have 2 Candidate’s Forums on
every person running for office!
Remember – “Eagles come in all shapes

) Let’s SOAR!!!!
Sincerely,
President Jeri Bawden
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October—Domestic Violence Awareness Month
Human Rights Status of Women Committee Court Watchers Program
By Tammy Gallagher

Court Watchers silently promote transparency
concern in trials of crimes against women.
They do their work in silence. They sit, watch,
listen and take note. Their recorded data will
speak when needed, their silent voices carry
weight with the judges and lawyers of the
courtroom. Used in courts across the nation,
:
Observe the actions and demeanor of court
personnel and take careful notes.
court proceedings on violent crimes
against women in hopes that their presence
and their conclusions improve the way courts
handle these sensitive cases in the future.
Even in silence, their influence is profound.
in courtroom atmosphere since coordinated
observing began. Our Court Watch, organized
by Healthy Families of Clallam County and
members, has been operating nearly one
.
that people act differently when
they know they're being watched.

violence cases. Judges
are more patient and compassionate. On the
rare occasions when they are not,
appropriately.

No October Birthdays—
let’s recruit someone !
SOROPTIMIST

SCOREBOARD

organizations are often associated with
founding Court Watch groups. The court watchers’ work is evidence that progress is possible
and average citizens can make a difference.
A Circuit Chief remarks "They (Court Watchers)
source of information," he said. "I think their
presence (would help) us move in the direction
we need to move to make sure the system is
one that produces fair results."

Watchers are, for the most part, retirees -- former teachers, accountants and businesspeople.
That means many skills and talents combine to
build a comprehensive product. Some volunteers
initially were shocked at the cases they observe.
Yet, Volunteers see their hours in the courtroom
rewarded when their observations become the
basis for change.
Thank you for your confidence in the Human
Rights & Status of Women Committee to liaison
with Healthy Families in getting this important
community program organized. This furthers the
Soroptimist Mission of Making a Difference for
Women in our community.
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Soroptimist Watch

Soroptimist International is
committed to the empowerment
that women are consistently
under-represented in positions
as well as differences in access
to resources and capacities
render women less

improve their status, but
works to improve society as a
of their educational
attainment, are entitled to have
their voices heard and to take
on leadership roles in their

.
Soroptimist International will
continue to:
•

for the

•
to promote women’s participation in leadership and decision-making;
• Adopt a life course approach
to women’s participation,
working towards a world
where women’s voices are
equally represented throughout their lifetimes.
https://www.soroptimistinterna
tional.org/where-we-standstatements/

leaders, championing the SI
theme “educate to lead”;

Elegant Gourmet Kick Off
October 12, 2018

The Elegant Gourmet began in 1985 and has become the Port Angeles Noon
Club's signature fundraiser. The book is comprised of coupons for discounts at
local merchants, with emphasis on restaurants and other businesses that offer
“buy one, get one free”. The coupon book is produced in Port Angeles by Soroptimists and sold throughout the community. The money raised stays on the
Olympic Peninsula and supports the Port Angeles Noon Club's local programs
and projects.
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From Soroptimist.org website

What does it mean to be "empowered"?
Women are economically empowered when they have control over their own finances and well-being, and when
they have a voice in the financial decisions to shape their lives and the lives of their families. When women and
.

When women learn

When girls go to school

families live healthier.

they are more likely to get paying
jobs and their financial contributions
to their families—and their nations—
increase.

Source: Population Reference Bureau

Source: Population Reference Bureau

When women are educated
their countries are more likely to have
greater economic growth.

When girls have educated
moms
they are more likely to be enrolled in
school and to reach higher levels of
education.
Source: Population Reference Bureau

A Global Effort

Source: World Bank

Even though we’ve been around for almost 100 years, we don’t work in a vacuum. We join many of the biggest
foundations such as the Clinton Global Initiative and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation in putting the empowerment of women and girls front and center. Our goals also are aligned with the United Nation’s agenda for women’s equality. Central to this agenda are the Convention to End All Forms of Discrimination Against Women
(1981), the Beijing Platform for Action (1995), and most recently, the Sustainable Development Goals (2016).
On January 1, 2016, the 17 Sustainable Development Goals of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development—
adopted by world leaders in September 2015 at a historic UN Summit—officially came into force.
https://www.soroptimist.org/our-work/what-is-womens-empowerment.html

Calendar of Upcoming Meetings
October Calendar
10/5

Business Meeting

10/12 Elegant Gourmet Kick-off
10/19 Candidate Forums

10/26 Candidate Forums

November Calendar
11/2

Business Meeting

11/9

United Way—Hayley Pearce

11/16 Commissioner Ozias - Olympic View Community Foundation
11/23 No Meeting
11/30 Int’l Student Presentation - Connie Panike

Soroptimist International of Port Angeles Noon Club
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Meetings:
WHEN: Fridays at noon
WHERE: Joshua’s Restaurant
Board of Directors meet the
Wednesday before the first Friday of each month
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Jeri Bawden ~ President
Lena Washke ~ Pres. Elect
Linda Walden ~ Vice President
Lori Oakes & Deb Riley ~ Co-Secretaries
Sally Pearson ~ Treasurer
Gwyn Callis ~ Assistant Treasurer
Susan Breitbach ~ Director at Large
Tammy Gallagher ~ 1 Year Director
♦♦
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