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Calendar 

July 
 

 3rd - No Meeting—

Happy 4th of July 

 10th - Business Meeting 

 17th - Tammy Gallagher/

Clallam Co Fair Royalty 

 24th - Tricia Berry 

 31st - TBA 

August 
 

 7th - Business Meeting 

 14th - Service Committee 

(Kick off) 

 21st - Technical Committee 

(Kick off) 

 28th - Water/Drought 

update 

 

Wow, it is so hard to believe that it is a new SIPA year.  I am blessed to be the 

new president and terrified as I write my first President’s letter.  Yet, I know that I 

have an amazing “family” that I can turn to at any time for help or advice.  We had 

an amazing year as a Soroptimist family, kicking off the term with a great country 

a-fair.  What fun to be “crowned” with our offices.  Tammy did a great job as 

President and I will strive to follow her example.   

My theme is “Let Your Light Shine.”  Those of you at the installation heard that I 

stole this from the other organization that holds a special place in my heart, 

DeMolay, and more specifically the Ceremony of Light.  I have heard these words 

many times from many young men including both of my sons. 

“Yet each of you, as a DeMolay, holds within your heart a flame, a beacon to 

guide you through the darkness. If you can make this light shine upon another, if 

you can reach into the innermost depths of his soul and set his flame afire, then 

therein lies the purpose of the Order of DeMolay, and therein lies your purpose 

for living.” 

I feel these words are just as true for Soroptimists.  We reach into the hearts and 

souls of women and girls and show them how to let their own lights shine.  I know 

this because it is what you did to me!  I could never dream of leading a family of 

such amazing women without you helping me find my light. 

Liz and Jeri did a great job with the installation.  Jeri always makes it so much fun 

and educational.  We learned so much about different types of lights.  The food 

was amazing, thank you Linda.  The venue was inspiring, thank you Salvation 

Army.  The service was awesome, thank you DeMolay & Rainbow.  The company 

was…. Family! 

 This month, I would encourage you to focus your light on Soroptimist.  Reach out 

to our members.  Share our vision with a prospective member.  Meet some of our 

extended family at the Tri-SI picnic. 

 I look forward to the year ahead.  I know that it will be 

difficult at times but with everyone lighting the way, it 

will be amazing! 

With SIPA love, 

President Debbie 
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September 
 

 4th - Business Meeting 

 11th - Pink Up Wrap Up 

 18th - Life Member   

Appreciation Day 

 25th - Youth Leadership 

in Government Program 

       Heidi Simpson, Speaker 
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 Lori Oakes was given the Woman of Distinction Award by Soroptimist 

International of Port Angeles, Noon Club.  This award recognizes members who 

have made outstanding contributions through their professional, business and 

voluntary activities.  Lori was recognized for her exemplary character, integrity 

and leadership skills. Lori has been a member of Soroptimist for 20 years, serving 

as president in 2003.  She has held numerous offices and chaired many committees.  

Most notably, Lori helped develop the annual Pink Up Golf Tournament which has 

generated thousands of dollars in the past 10 years in support of Operation Uplift. 

For many years, Lori was active with the Clallam County Volunteer Fire 

Department District 2, Gales Addition, as secretary; Operation Candy Cane; 
Hurricane Ridge Ski Patrol; Bountiful Baskets; PTA for all their children and an 

EMT in the First Aid Booth at the Fair. Lori and her husband, Mike, owned Cherry 

Hill Florist. 

 

The award was presented to Lori by Past Club President, Tammy Gallagher. 

Greetings to Olympic Peninsula Soroptimist Club Presidents: 

  

Wanted to THANK YOU and provide you a follow-up to the human trafficking event you all helped to sponsor this 

year  in Port Angeles. Short story: Our collective impact resulted in being able to send off a total of $1261.54 split 60/40 

to The Genesis Project ($763)  and to SIA ($498.54).  We had an audience of 48 come to the program at the PA Senior 

Center on April 22, put on by Andrea  Krook , new marketing director, from The Genesis Project in the SEATAC 

area.  Our audience was heavy to Soroptimist members, but we did have a smattering of general public and friends/

spouses of Soroptimists coming together to learn about human trafficking. We also had the assistant police chief of Port 

Angeles in attendance.  

  

If you have club members interested in partnering up to put on an event for next year on the Peninsula, please have them 

contact  me. It doesn’t have to be in Port Angeles.  And some have expressed a concern that the bulk of the audience at 

these events have been Soroptimists (that’s not bad). But maybe there is another topic or type of way we would want to 

come together next year to continue education, helping victims, and fight against human trafficking. 

  

Thank you all, again, for your dedication and commitment to improving the lives of girls and women.  Thanks to your 

club members and officers (treasurers) for passing on your contributions and helping with and attending this year’s 

event. And thank you, Presidents, for your year of leading your respective clubs. 

  

Much Appreciation and Grateful to be connected to so many wonderful women, 

  

Martha Hurd 

SIA Jet Set -  International Good Will/Status of Women Committee Chair 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING EVENT 2015 

“Leadership isn't about age but rather, leadership is about influence, impact & inspiration.”  
― Onyi Anyado 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7800359.Onyi_Anyado
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It has been more than 40 years since the Federal law commonly 
known as “Title IX” (Title Nine), which requires gender equality 
in all aspects of public education, including sports, was passed 
by Congress in 1972. It has taken much of that time to implement 
its benefits and even longer for society to evolve to the point 
where little girls were given equal opportunities for physical 
fitness and sports in public schools. 

As a young girl in the 1960s and 1970s, these changes came 
too late for me; this was long before the soccer and lacrosse 
craze dominated elementary school sports for boys and girls. 

Although some girls played basketball or did gymnastics, there weren’t many opportunities or much 
encouragement to participate in sports in school. Instead, I focused on school and music, never giving much 
thought to sports. At one point, my parents thought that I should join an intramural softball team. I did – and it 
wasn’t pretty. I lacked the coordination, athletic skills, and confidence to fully appreciate the benefits of participating 
in sports and was left with the feeling that “sports are something boys do.” 

It wasn’t until I turned 40 that I finally decided to become an athlete and embrace the many benefits of physical 
fitness. Once I did, the world opened up to me in a way it hadn’t before. I gained a confidence and a sense of 
accomplishment that I never had, scholastically or professionally, and I made new friends. 

Fortunately, young girls these days are encouraged to participate in sports, to be part of a team, to develop 
their athletic skills, and to reap the many other benefits of physical fitness. Yet young girls still battle the 
demands to “measure up” to others expectations, to “look pretty” and mold themselves into the unachievable 
ideal that they feel society expects of them, and to deal with the many changes their bodies undergo as they 
hit puberty. It is a confusing and difficult time and some girls get lost along the way or struggle without good 
role models and appropriate resources. There is now a national organization, with many local chapters – Girls 

on the Run – that tries to fill those needs in a healthy, supportive, and positive environment. 

Here is what Girls on the Run says about its mission: 

Girls on the Run is a transformational physical activity based positive youth development program for girls in 
3rd-5th grade. We teach life skills through dynamic interactive lessons and running games. The program 
culminates with the girls being physically and emotionally prepared to complete a celebratory 5K running 
event. The goal of the program is to unleash confidence through accomplishment while establishing a lifetime 
appreciation of health and fitness. 

“…to unleash confidence through accomplishment…” Wow. And, focusing on girls in 3rd-5th grade. Double 
Wow. Just imagine, a program that focuses on young girls before they’ve faced the full brunt of peer pressure, 
cliques, and body image issues. Teaching them life skills while they are still young enough to fully embrace 
what they learn without being so self-conscious. Just imagine the difference you can make in a little girl’s life 
by supporting this program? How can we not help? 

I wish there had been a Girls on the Run program when I was a little girl. I wish I had known that I could do 
athletic activities, that I was capable of it, that I would enjoy it, and that it wasn’t just about sports – that it was 
about so much more. I don’t doubt that some things might have been easier if I had learned those lessons 
earlier. 

Still, I’m thankful for the joy that physical fitness has brought to my life. Ironically, my best runs these days are 
with my best friend who I met when we were in junior high band. We run together and laugh, and talk about 
our lives, and stop to pet dogs, and make big plans for the treat we’ll have when the run is over – and we talk 
about Girls on the Run. She is a GOTR “running buddy” and knows first-hand what a great program this is. 
Let’s work together to give those kinds of opportunities to girls across the country! 

Here is the link to Girls on the Run: http://www.girlsontherun.org/ 

From: Deborah Nelson 

 

http://www.girlsontherun.org/
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July Birthdays  

7th  Ida McKeown 

13th  Heather Delplain 

26th  Margo Petersen-Pruss 

28th  Jaci Tumbarello 

Featured SIA Products  

New “S” logo silver necklace 
 

This fabulous “S” logo silver tone pendant measures 2 ¼” high by 1 ¼” wide and features beautiful 

blue rhinestone accents on a 28” silver tone rope chain.  Packaged in a Soroptimist logo gift box. 
 

Regular Price $45.00 

 http://www.soroptimist.org 

August Birthdays  

4th   Sandy Ruddell 

22nd   Barbara Cammack 

26th   Jackie Gold 

 


