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Mid-Winter...really? What a pleasantly temperate Winter in the Pacific Northwest! More sun and
mild temperatures than seen in my 35 years here.
And, even better news: we are heading into Spring with the promise of bulbs blooming early and,
hopefully, a head start on planting.
It's our SIPA Mid-Year point and we have much to celebrate!



The 2014-15 Board Installation broke tradition by going public and included Jet Set & Sequim
guests.
 We have two new members since July 1st. SI of PA welcomes Julie Pearce & Samantha
Benedict !
 The Foundation 501c has been merged with our Club 501c which simplifies our bookkeeping
work.
 Pink Up Port Angeles transferred campaign bookkeeping duties to a Treasurer of Operation
Uplift.
 Friday Meetings have moved into the Sunroom at Bushwhacker
Elegant Gourmet was reborn as Elegant Gourmet Etc. with a whole new look and expiration dates.
Mid-year is a time of reflection as well as a look forward. Soroptimist Intl is built on a structure of
service and support to community as its main mission. Now is a great time to re-commit ourselves to
our committee work and club projects. All tasks and events need your help plus provide all members
with an opportunity for small and large efforts to make a difference in our community and beyond.
A great opportunity happening right now is our annual Elegant Gourmet Etc sale. Proceeds from this
year's sales fund scholarships and allocations next fiscal year. As you know, these grants are a vital
part of our support to local women and children. Coupon books make great gifts for Valentines and
the EGE Campaign ends in FEB so lets try to sell out this year!

Calendar
January







2nd - No Meeting
6th - Board Meeting
9th - Business Meeting
16th - PA School
District
23rd - Habitat for
Humanity
Open

February







3rd - Board Meeting
6th - Business Meeting
13th - Valentine Social
20th - EG Wrap up
24th - Fiesta del Bunco
27th - J. Fields (from
Harmony Hill)

Inside this issue:

Another of the many benefits of being a Soroptimist is, just as this year's theme "We Are Family"
President’s Letter
suggests, the supportive sisterhood that surrounds members. Heart hugs and prayers, helping hands
and moral support have been a great comfort for some of our members experiencing life's milestones
and mishaps. We also get to share the joys of your family highlights like babies and brides,
Cont. Presidents letter
achievements of kids & grandkids, as well as career and business accomplishments. I am so proud to
be part of such a compassion-filled group of terrific women!
Bunco Night
So far in January we have seen the community kick-off of a new ballot to renew a Port Angeles
School District levy (to help finance continuing operations that state and federal monies don't cover) Bake Sale Results
and a new bond (to help fund a sorely needed new high school). Kudos to Cherie Kidd for her
dedicated work as Mayor during 2014! Though still fulfilling a city council term she deserves High
News Flash
Fives for meeting those very demanding duties with grace and conscientious attention. Construction
of a new city park near the current downtown Estuary Park continues and plans contain a Soroptimist
Olympic Peninsula Area Mtg
Plaza with the notable contributions we have previously granted. This enhanced and user-friendly
park will be a delightful asset to the Port Angeles waterfront.
Birthdays
In addition to St. Valentines Day in February, we have the kick-off of the annual Tuna Drive for the
Port Angeles Food Bank. As a food bank board member I can attest to the dire need for protein that
VOTE - Live you Dream
tuna fulfills in the meal bags distributed. The 2014 year-end report of households served in shows
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that the trickle-down of recession relief has not yet reached many in our community. Lets win the Tuna Trophy back from Rotary
this year. Spring also means Scholarship and Award time, so enjoyable to see the twinkling eyes of recipients as their dreams
become more attainable from our supportive boost - hooray for everyone!
This time of year traditionally launches the Nomination Committee to begin securing nominees for the next Board of Directors to be
installed July 1st. Please consider stepping forward to sit on the club leadership team for the coming fiscal year. It is a great way to
learn more about Soroptimist and get to know members better. You may contact any of the three committee members: Donna
Petersen, Pili Myer & Lori Taylor.
Looking forward to the Committee Chair Reports program on Friday, JAN 30! We already our club is a valuable asset to Port
Angeles. These reports share the behind-the-scenes details that help us accomplish the Soroptimist Mission.
Thank you, thank you - for your good works.
Tammy Gallagher

Dear NWR Members:
We are excited to announce
the January, 2015 issue
of The Soroptimist
WOMAN is ready! It can
be found at: http://
soroptimistnwr.org/wp
-content/
uploads/2015/01/
Jan15WOMAN.pdf.
The Soroptimist
WOMAN belongs to you.
And it requires your
help in reporting the

ways your clubs are
reaching higher. We thank
everyone who has made
submissions. Keep them
coming! For regular
columns (Kudos,
Reaching Higher, Events,
etc.) submissions can be
up to 200 words. We
invite you to share your
ideas, suggestions or
comments about the
newsletter and the NWR
website. Your submissions
can be sent
to: nwrsia@gmail.com.

Also, be sure to visit the
region Facebook page
and LIKE us. Meet the
Region Challenge! And
don't forget about
the Email Contest! The
NWR Public Awareness
Team

From NWR JAN Newsletter
Tammy Gallagher

Hello Ladies,

th

Fiesta El Bunco, February 24 , 4 Seasons Ranch Club
House. Exact time to be announced.
The Ways & Means Committee and the International
Goodwill & Understanding Committee are planning a Bunco
fund raiser party.
A fun night that includes: Mexican Style Dinner, Fun &
Exciting Bunco, and Prizes. Proceeds will be added to the
Soroptimist Service Fund.
Have a great weekend,
Donna J. Petersen

I am pleased to let you know the results of the Bake
Sale. We collected an awesome $695.97 and four
coupons. Members sold Elegant Gourmet Etc Coupon
books as well (Not included in the bake sale total. I
would like to extend a huge thank you to all the
members that brought baked goods, the tables &
decorations, and to all the helpers manning the table
and ringing the Salvation Army Bell.
Days like this remind me of the rewards of being a
member of Soroptimist International of Port Angeles.
Merry Christmas,
Donna J. Petersen
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New Flash!
Dr. Cindy Bidigary, member of SI of Port Angeles Noon Club, has been selected as a SIA delegate to the United
Nations meeting on women's issues this March 9-20, 2015 in New York. As you may know, Cindy travels
extensively to many countries providing needed eye care to people living with only the very basic needs of daily
life. She has first hand knowledge and compassion for the suffering communities encountered during these medical
mission trips. This, most assuredly, qualifies her to be a worthy spokesperson on the development of programs and
policies to advance the status of women and children that otherwise have no voice where major change and help
may be accomplished.
This meeting description will give you an idea of Cindy's expected experience next month:
While Senior Member Delegates work to negotiate outcomes in the recommendations for policy on women`s rights,
NGO (Non-Govt Org) Delegates will be busy observing those sessions, attending side events sponsored by various
governments and missions, attending parallel events sponsored by NGOs, participating in caucuses and
conversation circles or visiting missions and attending meetings with other NGOs. The CSW meeting lasts for
two weeks. The first week is filled with many receptions, meetings and events intended to inform delegates, and it
becomes difficult to decide what to attend. The second week focuses on the outcome document and the goal of
reaching “agreed conclusions.
And from the 2014 UN Meeting Summary:
Commission on the Status of Women 58, 2014
By Sharon Fisher, SIA Past President and SIA Federation Program Director
In March, Soroptimists from around the world joined other non ‐governmental organizations (NGOs) at
the United Nations Headquarters in New York City to be the voice of civil society during the 58th session
of the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW58). More than 60 Soroptimist delegates and
Soroptimist UN volunteer representatives were present to work, learn, advocate and experience the
United Nations in action. The priority theme for 2014 was “Challenges and achievements in the
implementation of the Millennium Development Goals for women and girls.” The review theme was
“access and participation of women and girls to education, training, science and technology, including
the promotion of women`s equal access to full employment and decent work.”
The entire 2014 Report can be found at: http://www.soroptimist.org/members/program/programdocs/
soroptimistintl/sscsw58march2014.pdf

This endeavor is exceptionally compassionate and charitable yet there's no doubt Cindy's energy and heart will
serve the Soroptimist Mission well. We are already quite proud of Dr. B. for stepping up to the plate in service to
women and children around the world. It will be difficult to wait for the report of meeting details and photos upon
return! Godspeed and Soroptimist Strong wishes to you for your mission.
From: Tammy Gallagher

Soroptimist International of Greater Bremerton invites you to attend the 2015
Olympic Peninsula Area Meeting
Saturday, February 28, 2015
9:00 am to 3:00 pm
Harrison Medical Center
1800 NW Myhre Road; Silverdale, WA 98383
Cost: $20 per person (includes Breakfast Muffins with Coffee/Tea and Box Lunch)
RSVP by February 23 with attached registration form
For more information, visit our website at www.bremertonsoroptimist.org or contact
your SI Club Area Rep

Birthdays

January
1st
11th
16th
19th
22nd
26th

Deborah Hinds
Tammy Gallagher
Lori Taylor
Terry MacDonald
Jackie deBord
Susan Hillgren

February
19th
25th
25th

Marjorie Pieratt
Lori Oakes
Liz Waud
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